
Pilots of today’s modern, sophisticated
aircraft have to know more than the skills
required to take off and land an aircraft.
Many rules, regulations, systems func-
tions, avionics, navigation techniques, and
weather information need to be learned
and experienced.

Careers
Graduates of K-State’s professional pilot
program are qualified commercial pilots
equipped to enter corporate aviation, char-
ter flying, commuter airlines, aviation
management, aviation education, and
other fields.

The program
The professional pilot program is a bache-
lor’s degree program in aeronautical tech-
nology. It provides a core of aviation
courses with additional focus on business-
related course work. The bachelor’s
degree program in professional pilot is
accredited by the Aviation Accreditation
Board International, 3410 Skyway Drive,
Auburn, AL 36830. 334-844-2431,
www.aabi.aero. There is also a two-year
associate of technology degree, as well as
a minor in aviation safety.

The professional pilot program leads to
the issuance of the following FAA pilot
certificates or ratings: private pilot, instru-
ment rating, commercial pilot, multi-
engine rating, certified flight instructor,
and instrument instructor. Other ratings
options include multi-engine instructor
and airline transport pilot.

K-State at Salina offers an FAA-approved
FAR Part 141 program, which allows you
to obtain a commercial certificate in a
reduced number of flight hours. Flight
simulators allow you to gain flight experi-
ence on the ground, which reduces the
cost of the program. The program also
works with veterans to use their benefits.

Costs
To cover the cost of flight instruction and
the use of aircraft, flight training requires
additional fees above standard tuition,
books, and supplies. Students in the pilot
program will also need to purchase a
professional pilot uniform and a personal
headset for use on aircraft intercom
systems.

Equipment and facilities
The department is located in the 33,000-
square-foot Aviation Center, which is
equipped with modern classrooms, com-
puter labs, the latest generation of flight
simulators, an operations dispatch center,
and a high-tech maintenance hangar.
Two 27,000-square-foot hangars house
K-State’s fleet of modern aircraft, which
includes a CitationJet and King Air. The
fleet also is made up of Bonanzas, Barons,
and Skyhawks, including some with the
G-1000 glass cockpit.

K-State at Salina has four flight training
devices (FTDs): two Frasca 141 single-
engine instrument trainers and two
AST-3000 FTDs, which can be configured
as single-engine, turboprop, or jet aircraft.
One is equipped with EFIS. These FTDs
provide valuable training experience with
realistic emergency training exercises and
real-time instrument flights.

Bachelor of science in aeronautical
technology (professional pilot)
If you strive to advance in the aviation
field, a four-year degree is your goal.
K-State at Salina is the only college in
Kansas to offer a bachelor of science
degree in aeronautical technology.

This FAA-approved professional pilot cur-
riculum is a challenging program of aero-
nautical study that includes math, science,
and management principles courses.

Professional pilot option
(124 semester hours)

Freshman
Hrs. Fall semester
4 PPIL 111 Private Pilot
1 PPIL 113 Private Pilot Flight Lab
3 MATH 100 College Algebra
3 ENGL 100 Expository Writing I
3 PPIL 100 Introduction to Aviation

14

Hrs. Spring semester
3 PPIL 112 Professional Instrument Pilot
1 PPIL 114 Professional Instrument Pilot

Flight Lab I
3 COMM 106 Public Speaking I
4 PPIL 342 Aviation Meteorology
3 MATH 150 Plane Trigonometry
3 PSYCH 110 General Psychology

17
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Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS)  
Operators Certificate (UASOC)
9 hours required for completion
This certificate program provides students with solid foundational 
knowledge in the emerging and rapidly growing field of Un-
manned Aerial Systems. The UAS Certificate prepares students to 
demonstrate the skills necessary to safely integrate the operation 
of Unmanned Aerial Systems into the national and international 
airspace systems and understand the complexities of Unmanned 
Aerial Systems integration into the airspace system and realize 
the hazards to air navigation if accomplished improperly.

Students shall demonstrate satisfactory subject matter mastery by 
earning a grade of “B” or better in each course within the certifi-
cate program.

In the final course (Unmanned Aerial Systems II) of the certificate 
program each student is required to pass a final comprehensive 
practical and written examination during which the students dem-
onstrate, in an actual or electronically simulated environment, 
the procedures necessary to plan, execute (to include launch and 
recovery), and complete a successful mission involving using an 
Unmanned Aerial System to include payload integration.

Prerequisites for courses in this certificate necessitate basic air-
man certification and training by the FAA or its International 
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) member equivalent agency.

Requirements:
PPIL 270. Introduction to Unmanned Aerial Systems. (3)
PPIL 360. Unmanned Aerial Systems I. (3)
PPIL 460. Unmanned Aerial Systems II. (3)

 
Air Traffic Control Certificate (ATCC)
13 hours required for completion
This certificate program provides students with core foundational 
knowledge in the field of Air Traffic Control (ATC) in order to 
help meet a growing demand in the field. The Air Traffic Control 
Certificate program allows students to develop an understanding 
of the operational complexities of the national airspace system 
and an understanding of the responsibilities of the elements 
within the system, and understand the constraints of the current 
ATC system and relate these to the FAA’s future airspace system 
plan. The certificate builds on a basic knowledge of aviation 
flight theory and application and helps prepare students for FAA 
Air Traffic Controller Training.

Students shall demonstrate satisfactory subject matter mastery by 
earning a grade of “B” or better in each course within the certifi-
cate program.

Prerequisites for courses in this certificate necessitate basic air-
man certification and training by the FAA or its International 
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) member equivalent agency.

Requirements:
PPIL 240 Introduction to Air Traffic Control (3)
PPIL 342 Aviation Meteorology (4)
PPIL 440 Air Carrier Operations (3)
PPIL 442 Advanced Air Traffic Control (3)

 
Airport Management Certificate (AMC)
18 hours required for completion
The purpose of this certificate is to prepare students with founda-
tional knowledge necessary for a job or career in airport manage-
ment. Recognizing that airport management is a discipline unto 
itself, and recognizing that Kansas currently has 142 public-use 
airports with no formal training for the professional management 
of those airports, this certificate seeks to bridge that gap within 
the state.

Students shall demonstrate satisfactory subject matter mastery by 
earning a grade of “B” or better in each course within the certifi-
cate program.

The Airport Management Certificate (AMC) prepares students to 
assume an entry-level management position in airport manage-
ment; provides an understanding of the complexities and struc-
ture of the FAA’s National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems 
and the critical role airports play in economic development; 
and prepares students to pass the certified manager (CM) exam 
administered by the American Association of Airport Executives 
(AAAE). Eighty percent of students will pass the AAAE CM test 
with a grade of 80% or better on the first attempt.

Requirements:
PPIL 250 Safety and Security of Airport Ground Operations (3)
PPIL 430 Corporate and Business Aviation Management (3)
PPIL 440 Air Carrier Operations (3)
PPIL 445 Aviation Law (3)
PPIL 460 Airport Planning and Management (3)
PPIL 461 Airport Certified Manager (3)
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